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of Sr. Grace Chia

(Sister of Infant Jesus, 17)
(31.5.2019)

The celebration of thanksgiving Mass started at 8: 30 am, at St. Mary Cathedral's
Chapel. The mass had led by His Eminence Charles Cardinal Bo accompamied by His
excellency Bishop John Saw Yaw Han and Priests. Many religious and people also
joined the mass. After Mass, the programme of today celebration continued. The cer-
emony ended with lunch together.

His Eminence Charles
Cardinal Bo gave the remark-
able words n his homily for
Sr. Grace. He said, "Today we
celebrate the meaningful and
grateful Mass as our heartfelt
gratitude for Sr. Grace. You
passed 50 years, in your
humble way, your hard work
and special service 1n
Myanmar for 20 years, 1t 1 not
easy to give service to the Burmese people. The blessedness of Sr. Grace for the others
that 1s commg out of her humble heart, like a good gardener who cares the beauty of
each flower to bloom, like a good shepherd who cares the heart of each one to grow,
like a good leader who cares the case of each one to nurture, like a good mother who
cares the need of each one to support and like a good model who cares the life of each
one to rise up with your humble heart you shared with your humility, you encouraged
the person to become a good educator and brought the quality of education to our chil-
dren. I am so glad to have you in my life. I felt your love, care, and kindness. I am
admire of your time to listen to others, your support and giving courage people. You
nurtured them m their spirituality, and helped them to grow through strong faith for the
formation sections. I am so inspired by you. You guided the ways of humility to practice
i life how to move on (handle) out from the hopeless and lost. You are a role model for
the young or others. Your humility and sumplicity, prayer, and love are speaking out
louder as an example of for your neighbor. Thank you Sr. Grace.
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The short point from the story

of Sr. Grace.
. X Sr. Grace Chia, Born i Singapore
— /i | m 1946. She was baptised m 1963.
s reaa She attended 1T Primary and Second-
ary School. Then, she was graduated
from Teacher Tramning College and
later entered the life of IT Sisters i
1967. Then, she became an IT missionary teacher in IJ schools until 1976. In 1977, she
was sent to India to prepare and to take charge of formation. From 1979 tol1983, she
was the novice mistress. From 1984 tol 986, she was sent to the United States of America
for Post Graduate studies in Creation Spirituality and Theology. From 1986 tol 995,
she was working with disadvantaged families from multiethme backgrounds in
Singapore. In 2001 she came to Pathein, Myanmar with a heart of IJ mission accompa-
nied by her best partners, Auntie Maria, and Teacher Jacmta. “In 2004, she and her
companion were working with kids in 7 miles, Yangon. In 2007, at the mvitation of
Cardmal, Sister Grace and IT commumty started TTC, which later became known as
PSIE till now.

Words of Encouragement ...
. Gratitude 1s the best attitude.
. With God, miracles happen all the time.

. Discernment 18 essential in guiding what we do.

. Don'’t just feel good and look good, but do good.

. There 1s always a purpose in being where we are.

. Keep one ear to the heart of God and one ear to the cries of our world.
. We are all called to mission, and our mission 1s to

serve the needy as teachers. (Sr. Grace Chia, IT)
(PSIE, Family)
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Seveu Daungers 1o Humwan Virtue

1. Wealth without work

2. Pleasure without conscience

3. Knowledge without character

4. Business without ethics
5. Science without humanity

6. Religion without sacrifice

7. Polities without principles

Malaiwa Gandhi
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178. What s the particular role of Mary in consecrated life?

The presence of Mary in religious life both at its origins and in its development is a historic
fact and a constituent element (cf ET 15).
Mary is in a special way mother and model to those who live the consecrated life and are
“associated to the apostolic mission of the Church” (ET 56; LG 65).
She is for them “example and protector” (c 663 s 4) inasmuch as she is:
— The first and greatest consecrated woman, the new woman and the perfect
Christian, summing up the most characteristic situations in the life of a woman, i.e.
virgin, wife and mother (cf MC 36).
— The first disciple of her Son (cf RM 20).
— She has admirably united in her life both the active and the contemplative. “Model ...
of faith, charity and perfect union with Christ” (DCVR 485).

179.1s Mary solely an example of life?

Certainly not, rather, as mother and co-redeemer she is:
— A powerful aid and support, “who has the power to inspire others to conform to
her image” (RM 44).
—  Our completion because “religious life would be incomplete were it not directed
towards filial love for the Mother of the Church and of consecrated souls” (DCVR
487).

180. Under what forms is Mary to be venerated?

Given that the devotion to Mary is primarily manifest in the imitation of her, and life in
union with Her, under her protection, the most recommended forms are:
— Total Consecration to Mary, an act of devotion containing all others. In the manner

promoted by St Louis M. Grignon de Montfort it consists in giving oneself entirely to
Jesus by means of Mary: the body and material goods, the soul and its faculties, the
value and merit of our deeds.
It encompasses two elements: an act of consecration to be renewed at intervals
(Totus tuus sum), accompanied by habitual state, causing us to live and operate
under the dependence of Mary.
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The Holy Rosary, which, though marian in appearance, is a prayer with a clearly
Christological orientation. In itself it is so concentrated that it almost becomes a
compendium of the entire evangelical message (cf MC 46; RVM 1).

Itis to be emphasized that, in virtue of this Christological orientation, and if recited
as a form of meditation, it may be inserted among the various prayers during the
exposition if the Most Blessed Sacrament. The prohibition remains that “the Most
Holy Eucharist must not be exposed solely in order to recite the Rosary” (Note to
Congr. For the Divine Cult, 15-1-1997).

For other practices there is only the embarrassment of choice and every Region,
every Institute has its own. Among the most common and consecrated by time,
suitable for the glorification of God at intervals during the day with the sentiments of
Mary in the Magnificat, are to be found: “The Angelus”, “Sub tuum praesidium”, “Hail,
Holy Queen”, and various other prayers of devotion to Our Lady.

NB. - In this chapter we have touched upon only some of several means considered basic to
the maintenance of spiritual life. Others, excellent in themselves, (e.g. Sacred Heart of Jesus
and Eucharistic cult), seem to us implicit in these.

We have limited ourselves only to some practical advice for the correct and profitable use of
these means, as a “Catechism” cannot be a treatise on assess.

5. COMMUNITY LIFE
a) ESSENCE AND PURPOSE OF COMMUNITY LIVING

181. What is meant by “religious community life”?

It is the way of living among groups of men or women who are called by Christ and
sustained by his love to form a new family, or religious community; here, they live
fraternally and, as community; they bear witness to the love of God and of their neighbour.

182.What is a religious community?

It is a community of grace, or a theological community that God has called together: it is not
based on blood relationship and natural bonds, but on new relationship rooted in Christ,
who calls them to live among those brother or those sisters.

183. What are characteristics of the “new relationship” rooted in Christ?

They are:
— Absolute: chosen exclusively for love of Christ in celibacy and virginity.
— Total: leaving everything to follow Christ in poverty.
— Interior: sharing in the most radical attitude of Christ, his obedience to the Father
(vide no 16).
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From Page 51>

184. What is the peculiarity of the religious community?

It is the community witness that it gives. With brotherly union and with the apostolate, in
keeping with their individual charisms , they participate in the life and mission of Christ in
an absolute and total manner. “The community live is part of the essential characteristics of
the religious congregation” (Paul VI Speech To the Superiors Major 29-10-70).

185. What s the purpose of community life?

“Itis evident that fraternal life will not automatically materialize by the observance of the
rules which regulate community life; but it is at the same time evident that the life in
common has the scope of favouring fraternal life intensely” (VF 3) and it also faithfully
preserves the vocation and identity of each Institute (c 587 s 1).

b) THE RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY IN ITSELF AND IN THE CHURCH
186. What are the elements of union among the members of a religious community?

a) The spiritual elkment is the “fraternal communion” which has its roots in their
hearts enlivened by charity. This element is what gives life to “the communion of
life” and interpersonal relationships (cf 602).

b) The more visible element is the community life or the life in common which
consists of living in their own religious house that is constituted as such by law, and
in their living the communitarian life with fidelity to the rules, participating in
community activities, and collaborating in their community undertakings and
services (cf c 608; 665 s 1; VF 3). The whole life is lived out in their own style (cf
731 s 1) in their various communities based on their own charism and the
constitutions of their own Institute (cf c 607 s 2; VF 3).

187. What are the relationships between the religious communities and the Church?

Religious life belongs undeniably to the very life of the Church, to its well being and mission
(cf LG 44; VC 3).
In particular;

a) Itisthe living witness and privileged realization of the “Trinitarian communion” it
participates in the life of the Trinity, confessing its redeeming love (VC 16; RdC 5).

b) It makes publicly visible and continuously perceivable the gift of brotherhood which
Christ has bestowed on the Church “it is an eloquent sign of ecclesiastical
communion” (VC 42).

c) Itjoins the members of a community in a unique call of God through the charism of
its foundation; this is gratefully recognized by the Church, because it renders her
richer in charisms “more commonly and more freely bestowed” (LG 12) which God
showers upon its members for the benefit of the whole Body.




g e
GC:O&O‘DGO‘DC

d) Ithas an apostolic dimension, as an essential witness and guarantee of the
favourable outcome of the apostolic activity, which has as its ain the union of all men
bouth among themselves and with God “Fraternal communion is the starting point
and the final end of the apostolate” (cf VF 2; VC 76).

188. What is meant by and what is the purpose of religious “enclosure”?

It is a means of favouring, and at the same time defending, community life.
This is obtained by:
a) Avoiding frequent or prolonged absences from the religious house, especially lacking
just motive and without the permission of the Superiors (cf c 665).
b) Avoiding irregular access to community localities of extraneous persons, particularly
of the opposite sex.
c¢) Using means of communication with discretion “avoiding those things which could be
harmful to one’s vocation” or to that of other members of the community (cf c 666).

189.1s there a difference of cloister for the various institutes?

Yes; cloister can be:

a) Ordinary, which must be observed in every religious house according to kind,
mission, norms of proper law and have “some part of a religious house always
reserved to the members alone” (c 667).

b) Papal, thatis to say, in conformity with the norms given by the Apostolic See (cf PC
16). It is more rigorous and concerns the monasteries of contemplative life for this
reason called “enclosed”. The principles, obligations and extension of this form of
cloister have been reaffirmed and clarified recently in the Insturction “Verbi sponsa”
(cf 14-21).

190. Who may enter or leave papal cloister?

The components of the community and others, with the permission of the Superior and for
just motive. The diocesan Bishop may enter, for just cause, the cloister of monasteries of his
diocese. For a grave cause, and with the consent of the Superior, he can permit others to be

admitted to the cloister and the nuns to leave it (cf c 667 s 4).

TO BECONTINUED . .. ...

THANKYOU. ...
God bless you all...
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